Set thee up waymarks, make thee high heaps, set thine heart
Toward the highway, even the way which thou wentest (Jer 31:21)
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“ | saw, and behold, a white horse; and he that
sat upon him had a bow; and a crown was
given unto him: and he went forth conquering,
and to conquer” (Rev 6:2)

“The wisdom that is from above isfirst pure, then peaceable ... ” (Jas 3:17)
“Earnestly contend for the faith which was once delivered unto the saints’ (Jude 3)
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THREE FAITHFUL MEN

We are reminded so often in Scripture that there is no easy way to the Kingdom.
Now to remind ourselves of this fact need not be depressing. Most, if not al of
us, are facing difficulties of one sort or another. If we know thisisto be expected
then we can cope with them the better; indeed, we can even find encouragement
in the fact that we are having problems in life. It is the apostle Peter who bids us
to:

“Rejoice, inasmuch as ye are partakers of Christ's sufferings; that,
when his glory shall be revealed, ye may be glad aso with exceed-

ingjoy”

We are here especialy to remember Christ’s sufferings. If we also are suffering
in one way or another, how much more significant to us are these emblems. Not
only do they remind us of our Master’s experiences but they carry the assurance
of finding the same deliverance as he found on that wonderful morning of the
third day. We are fellowshipping his sufferings that we might aso share the
glory which isto be revealed. In the words of the Hymn:

The heirs of salvation.
We know from His Word.
Through much tribulation.
Must follow their Lord.

Aswe have said, the Scripturestestify to that truth.

In the Word of God we have three men brought before us whose lives we will
consider, the prophet Elijah, Baruch, Jeremiah’ s faithful attendant and amanuen-
sis, and the apostle Paul. Elijah was fleeing for hislife. He was deeply depressed.
He prayed that he might die, “1 have had enough, Lord,” he said, “Take my life, |
am no better than my ancestors.” In today’ s reading from the words of Jeremiah
we find Baruch similarly depressed. “Woe to me The Lord has added sorrow to
my pain. | am worn out with groaning, and find no rest.” And from Paul’s L etter
to the Corinthians we can read his assessment of the life to which the apostles
had been called:

“Even unto this present hour we both hunger, and thirst, and are na-
ked, and are buffeted, and have no certain dwelling place; and la-
bour, working with our own hands; being reviled, we bless; being
persecuted, we suffer it; being defamed, we intreat: we are made as
the filth of the world, and are the offscouring of al things unto this

day.”
Now, these three references have much in common. All three men were very

diligent in the service of the Lord. Yet to them their efforts seemed to achieve
very, very little. Thiswas very clearly the feeling of Elijah, as we read:
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“1 have been very jealous for the Lord God of hosts: for the children
of Israel have forsaken thy covenant, thrown down thine altars, and
dlain thy prophets with the sword; and I, even | only, am left; and
they seek my life, to take it away.”

Baruch must have felt much the same. This period of his depression coincided
with the time when he had to rewrite al Jeremiah’s words after king Jehoiakim
had destroyed them, first by slashing the scroll and then by burning it.

So Baruch had suffered this experience. All that he had written had been de-
stroyed and he had to write it al over again, with extra words added. What was
the use. when this was the attitude of the king? Surely Baruch was wasting his
time. And what of Paul, with the dissension and corruption in the ecclesiaat Cor-
inth? “Ye are yet carna” he said to them, “for whereas there is among you envy-
ing, and strife, and division, are ye not carnal, and walk as men’ Not much to
show for al the effort he had put into the establishment and building up of that
ecclesia. All that the labour of these men seemed to bring was self—sacrifice,
hardship and even the very real threat of death. It seemed to do little more.

Can we expect our livesto bereally any easier? Should we complain if life for us
is hard? Should we be surprised if we also find that our experience of life and
service in the Truth can be very depressing and frustrating at times? Should we
be discouraged if our efforts appear to achieve so little? Shall we give way to the
temptation which must present itself, especially in this modern western world, to
ease up, to take the easy way out, and to escape to the leisure and even the luxury
which the world can offer many of us?

A MOMENT SREFLECTION

Well, let us reflect for a minute or two on the experiences of these three men, as
far as time permits, and see what we can find in them which will help each one
of us to carry that cross which we know is inseparable from the experiences of
the true follower of Christ. Firgt, Elijah. What was the cause of his depression?
We have dready referred to it briefly. It was not so much the fact that his life
was in danger as the thought that he had been a failure. His work had been no
more successful than that of the others before him. If that great power which had
been displayed on Mount Carmel had made no impression on the heart of Jeze-
bel, what was the use of carrying on? If her only reaction to the slaying of her
prophets was to seek the life of Yahweh's prophet, what hope was there of
achieving anything? The evil still prevailed in Israel. Power was till in the hand
of sin and of sinners.

We might become equally depressed at times. We are preaching to an unbeliev-
ing world, fighting rapidly falling standards in our own community, trying to
build up those scattered far and wide in the earth, caring for increasing numbers
of elderly and incapacitated and those who are spiritually sick, and all the time
trying to overcome our own innate personal weaknesses, problems and frustra-



tions ,, So much effort, so little achieved. Sometimes it seems as if, in certain
areas both at home and abroad, ecclesia life is faling apart, as it must have
seemed to Paul in those early years of that ecclesia at Corinth.

THE EXAMPLE OF ELIJAH

Well, what was God's answer to Elijah? First, we note that He did not offer him
any hope of early release. The work had to go on. So what encouragement did
He give him? He sent an angel. We are reminded of our Master in the agony of
the Garden; He knew what lay ahead of him. He feared it. But there was no way
out, he knew that, and he was prepared to accept the Father's will, and God sent
an angel to strengthen him. So God sent an angel to Elijah, one of those minister-
ing spirits whose special work isto act in support of the heirs of salvation. There
was no reproof for Elijah in his depression, no impatience ,, God knew His ser-
vant, He knew his zeal, He knew his difficulties, He understood his nature com-
pletely:

"He knoweth our frame; he remembereth that we are dust,"

"Like as a father pitieth his children, so the Lord pitieth them that
fear him."

The angel brought food and drink. He touched Elijah and told him to eat and
drink and in the strength of that bread from heaven he travelled for forty days
and forty nights, until he came to Horeb, the mount of God, to Sinai. There he
confessed his failure, which was how he saw his experiences. "I, even | only, am
left; and they seek my life, to take it away." So just as He had done for Mosesin
that same mount some 600 years earlier, God revealed to Elijah something of His
glory. To Moses God had declared the glory of His character; to Elijah He
showed the glory of His power. A mighty wind tore the mountains apart and
shattered the rocks. The earth shook with a great earthquake. Finally came the
all-consuming power of fire. Here was irresistible power. These must have been
manifestations of God's power. No other could so control and use the forces of
nature. And yet the record says that Y ahweh was not in the wind, He was not in
the earthquake, He was not in the fire.

THE STILL, SMALL VOICE

What did He mean? As we have said, these must have been manifestations of
Divine power, and yet the record says that God was not in them. What did God
mean? Well, it meant, surely, that this was the power which was available to
Elijah, this was the power which was working with him, the power which had
been openly manifested on mount Carmel only a short time before. This was not
the time, however, for it to be used continualy on Elijah's behalf. The power was
there, all was under God's control, but it was not the time for such power to oper-
ate to vindicate His servant and to deliver him from his distress. It was the day of
small things, the time for the “ till small voice,” “the gentle whisper,” as another
trandation hasit.
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What a contrast! After the noise and the turbulence, the wind, the earthquake and
the roaring fire, a gentle whisper. This was all that Elijah could expect, al he
could offer the people, but it was the voice of God, and for those of aright dispo-
sition, for those willing to tremble at God's Word, this was sufficient, and there
were, God said, 7000 of those in Israel. Elijah was not aone. His work was not
ineffective. There were these 7,000 to support and to encourage. And these did
not need the earthquake and the fire, they needed only the gentle whisper of
God's Word.

Furthermore, Elijah was told that for the rest, the heedless and the rebellious,
their recompense was not to be indefinitely postpone. Elijah was told to go and
anoint Hazael king over Syria and Jehu king over Israel, the men appointed by
God to execute judgment on Ahab and on his evil wife Jezebel. And Elijah was
also told to anoint Elishato carry on hiswork in Israel.

Weéll, the parallel with our own day must be obvious, it is a day of small
things. We do not have the power of the Spirit. God does not manifest Himself
openly in the mighty acts of power. We have the Word of God which is quite
sufficient to convince those of aright frame of mind. But these are very few in
number, so few that sometimes it seems as if our preaching and our exhortation
is ineffective, as if we are failing in some way. The few who do respond are
those whom God has reserved, as He told Elijah. That was what God told Elijah,
and Paul quotes God's words to him in his Letter to the Romans to prove that
there wasin his day also aremnant according to the election of grace, and surely
we trust that it is so in our own day. We believe that we are part of that remnant
chosen by God by His grace, cdled by the gospel, responsive to that till small
voice.

Yet the vast mgjority remains totally unmoved. Even within the community of
the saints there will always be those who are not responsive. But we press on,
struggling to remain part of the faithful remnant, and we are sure that in time, in
God' s time, judgment will be poured out on the rebellious, the hard-hearted; not
by men like Jehu, men who proved in the end to be no better than were those
they destroyed, but judgment will be in the hands of One whom God raised up in
righteousness.

We shall remember that this was how Paul comforted the believers in the first
century who were suffering persecutions, “it is a righteous thing with God” he
said, “to recompense tribulation to them that trouble you; and to you who are
troubled rest with us, when the Lord Jesus shall be revealed from heaven with his
mighty angels, in flaming fire taking vengeance on them that know not God, and
that obey not the gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ.”

BARUCH
So we move on to Baruch. Let us turn over to the prophecy of Jeremiah and ook
at that very short chapter which records the words we wish to concentrate on for
a few moments. We are concentrating on the two Old Testament characters; ob-
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viously we shall not have time to dwell upon the apostle Paul. Turn to Jeremiah
45, the chapter which records the words we are to reflect upon for a minute or
two, verse 1:

“The word that Jeremiah the prophet spoke unto Baruch the son of
Neriah, when he had written these words in a book at the mouth of
Jeremiah, in the fourth year of Jehoiakim the son of Josiah king of
Judah, saying, Thus saith the Lord, the God of Israel, unto thee, O
Baruch; Thou didst say, Woe is me now for the Lord hath added
grief to my sorrow; | fainted in my sighing, and | find no rest.”

Why was he depressed? Well, as we have aready indicated, he had a good rea-
son to be depressed. A comparison of this chapter with chapter 36 shows that the
book, or rather, it should be of course scroll, referred to in the 1st verse of this
45th chapter must have been either the one which king Jehoiakim destroyed or
the one which Baruch had to write to replace that one. We may remember from
the record in that 36th chapter that after the first writing of the scroll at
Jeremiah’s ingtruction, Baruch had to read it in public three times, first in the
temple before the people, then in the chamber of Gemariah the son of Shaphan
the scribe, and a third time before the princes. They seemed to be moved by it,
but when the scroll was taken before king Jehoiakirn and read to him, though not
by Baruch this time, we know what happened. After hearing only a few columns
of the scroll read, Jehoiakim first dashed it with his penknife and then threw it
on the fire to make sure it was totally destroyed, and then Baruch had to write it
al over again with many additiona words.

Here then was Baruch in precisely the same situation as Elijah had been; he
seemed to be wasting his time. His work and that of his master Jeremiah, to-
gether with Jeremiah himself, were despised ad rejected of men. Baruch evi-
dently found this especially hard to bear. Reading on in that 45th chapter:

“Thus shalt thou say unto him, The Lord saith thus; Behold, that
which | have built will | break down, and that which | have planted
I will pluck up, even this whale land. And seekest thou great things
for thyself? Seek them not: for, behold, | will bring evil upon al
flesh, saith the Lord: but thy life will | give unto thee for a prey in
all places whither thou goest.”

We might think, there was not much comfort for Baruch in those words. These
were words of reproof, very gentle reproof but reproof. “Seekest thou great
things for thyself? Seek them not.”

What were these great things? We are not told. Was it perhaps honour and re-
spect as a faithful minister of the prophet of the Lord? Or did he hope for an in-
heritance in the land, despite Jeremiah’s prophecies of desolation and captivity?
We do not know, but evidently, despite his faithful service, there was need for
this reproof.



It is a sobering thought that one who had been faithful, who had shared the suf-
ferings of his master, should yet merit reproof at his master’s hand rather than
consolation in his depression. It is areminder to us that God knows the hearts of
His servants. Human motives can be very mixed. We can serve for very mixed
motives, especialy in offices which bring us into the public eye and which carry
some authority and carry a certain amount of respect. We remember how in the
days of his flesh Jesus' immediate followers showed on more than one occasion
that their motives in following Jesus were not altogether pure. Some of them
were seeking great things for themselves. Jesus showed them that there was only
one way to greatness, the way which he exemplified to perfection:

“Whosoever will be great among you, let him be your minister; and
whosoever will be chief among you, let him be your servant.”

This is the day of small things, the day for faithful service, no matter how little
we seem to achieve, the day for accepting whatever difficulties and frustrations
come our way as aresult of that service, the day for bearing whatever burdens an
all wise God sees fit to place upon His servants.

REMEMBERING MESSIAH

Well, we have reminded ourselves especialy of the burdens borne by Elijah and
by Baruch. As we read through the book of Jeremiah we are reminded of the
burden carried by Jeremiah and how deeply he was affected by his experiences,
even to the extent of wanting to give up at times. We can also read about Paul’s
description of the heavy load carried by him and his fellow apostles. They too
would have welcomed relief from that burden. But now we remember the One
who carried the heaviest load of all, who was:

“despised and rejected of men; a man of sorrows, and acquainted
with grief... Surely he hath borne our grief’s, and carried our sor-
rows:. yet we did esteem him stricken, smitten of God, and afflicted.
All we like sheep have gone astray; we have turned every one to his
own way; and the Lord hath laid on him the iniquity of us all.”

No-one could have carried a heavier burden than that.

So now, as we share together the bread and wine, we consider him, and this is
what we are exhorted to do in the letter to the Hebrews, again in some more very
familiar words:

“Wherefore seeing we also are compassed about with so great a
cloud of witnesses”

And we have dwelt this morning on two or three of those witnesses,

“let us lay aside every weight, and the sin which doth so easily beset
us, and let us run with patience the race that is set before us, looking
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unto Jesus the author and finisher of our faith; who for the joy that
was set before him endured the cross, despising the shame, and is set
down at the right hand of the throne of God. For consider him that
endured such contradiction of sinners against himself, lest ye be wea
ried and faint in your minds.” Then the apostle goes on: “Wherefore
lift up the hands which hang down, and the feeble knees, and make
straight paths for your feet, lest that which is lame be turned out of
the way Looking diligently lest any man fail of the grace of God.”

May we not fail, but be worthy to receive of His grace and of that wonderful re-
ward in the Kingdom of God.

(BroE. T. 1986)

The Restoration of Israel—To God (3)

The Ministry of Elijah

It is interesting to observe that in every chapter of the prophecy of Maachi, a
“messenger” is presented to us:

Chapter 1 verse 1—Mad achi the prophet (whose name means ‘ messenger’)

Chapter 2 verse 7—the Priests

Chapter 3 verse 1—The Lord Jesus Christ, John the Baptist (Mark 1:2), and pos
sibly Nehemiah (a comparison of Neh. 13 and Mal. 1:7-13
and 3:8 seemsto bear this out).

Chapter 4 verse 5—Elijah the prophet.

Is the ministry of John the Baptist the complete fulfilment of the words in chap-
ter 4:

“1 will send you Elijah the prophet before the coming of the great
and dreadful day of the Lord"?

Whilst appreciating that John the Baptist came in “the spirit and power” of Elijah
(Lu. 1:17, citing Mal. 4:6), the context of the above chapter is that of the king-
dom of God. This short chapter provides an answer to the question posed earlier
by the people. To illustrate: In chapter 3, verse?, God reprimands Israel for con-
tinual backsliding and giving Him second best in their service and offerings.
However, he still appealsto them to “return unto me”. The people ask: “wherein
shall wereturn?’ God indicates later in that chapter that they will only return at
that time when the remnant who feared him are granted immortality (see 3:16-
18). His words are: “then shall ye return ...” Following up on this, God then
indicates who is going to guide them in this spiritual reformation and how it isto
be done: “Behoald, | send you Elijah the prophet before the coming of the great
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and dreadful day of the Lord: and he
shall turn the heart of the fathers to the
chiden, and the heart of the children to
their fathers, lest | come and smite the
land (RSV) with acurse”. The children
of lIsrael through Elijah and others
(Malachi, John the Baptist etc?) will be
made aware of the promises made to
their fathers—Abraham, lIsaac and
Jacob, and these Fathers will respond to
these children.

What a delightful picture this evokesin
one's mind—Abraham discoursing with
his natural seed, bringing out the spiri-
tua lessons from his life, shoing the
delightful types and shadows of Jesus,
with Isaac and Jacob joining in the con-
versation. May that day come soon!
This delightful vision of Malachi can
only have its fullest meaning in the
Kingdom Age. Furthermore, it is im-
portant to note that after coming down
from “the mount of transfigura-
tion” (Mat. 17:9-12), Jesus answers the
guestion regarding the coming of Elijah
by saying “Elias truly shal come first
and restore all things.” This John the
Baptist did not fully do, as Jesus con-
firms in verse 12. The “al things’
mentioned by the Master is the heark-
ening of the children of Isragl to the
Fathers, as spoken about in Mal 4:6. In
other words, a true conversion. When
this happens, the appea of Isaiah will
have had its impact upon the Jewish
people—"“Look unto Abraham your
father, and unto Sarah that bare you
(Isa. 51:2).

The occupancy of the land of promise
by the Jews depended upon their obedi-
ence, so the conversation of the rem-
nant scattered throughout the world
means that they, and only they will be
allowed to go into the “pleasant land”.
The prophet Ezekiel is quite explicit

(Ezek. 20:38): “And | will purge out
from among you the rebels, and them
that transgress against me: | will bring
them forth out of the country where
they sojourn, and they shall not enter
into the land of Israel: and ye shal
know that | AM YAHWEH".

GOD’SMERCY TO THOSE OUTSIDE
THE LAND

There are more Jews living outside Is-
rael than actually dwell in the land and
in recent times, Jews have been leaving
because of violence and terrorism. It
has been suggested that by 2020 there
will be more Arabs living in Israel than
Israelies! The Scritpures clearly reveal
that those outside the land will, during
their journey back, progressively be-
come reconciled to their God. The de-
lightful words of Deuteronomy chapter
30 are appropriate here:

“And [thou] shalt return unto the Lord
thy God, and shalt obey his voice ac-
cording to al that | command thee this
day, and thou and thy children, with all
thine heart, and with al thy soul; that
then the Lord thy God will turn thy
captivity, and have compassion upon
thee, and will return and gather thee
from all thee nations wither the Lord
thy God hath scattered thee. If any of
thine be driven out unto the utmost
parts of heaven, from thence will the
Lord thy God gather thee, and from
thence will he fetch thee: and the Lord
thy God will bring thee into the land
which thy fathers possessed, and thou
shalt possessit ...".

It isright that Moses having stated here
the principles whereby returning Jews
will occupy the land finalises his mes-
sage in chapter 33, with these glorious
words regarding the Kingdom Age.



“lsragl then shall dwell in safety alone
(see Num. 23:9): the fountain of Jacob
shall be upon aland of corn and wine;
also his heavens [i.e. Divine Rulership
from Jerusadem—see Psa. 72:6] shall
drop dew. Happy art thou, O people
saved by YAHWEH.

RETURN TO GOD AND THE LAND

Let us then glance at some of these
glorious passages which revea the
spiritual and physical return to God
and the Land. But first note the words
of Zech. 2:8: “for thus saith the Lord
of hosts: after the glory hath he sent
me unto the nations which spoiled
you: for he that toucheth you toucheth
the apple of his eye”. The context is
the cal for the Jews to come back
from the “four winds of the
heaven” (v. 6). The “glory” is the
glory of Yahweh in verse 5—the Lord
Jesus Christ and the saints. So firdt,
Jesus establishes his rule and admini-
stration in Jerusalem, and then gath-
ered the scattered the scattered Jews
“afar off”. Was not this the pattern
established in the first Century,
preaching beginning from Jerusalem
and then to the uttermost parts of the
earth?

No nation will be able to stop their
emigration when Jesus has returned.
The prophet Micah uses the figure of
Dew (5:7) “and the remnant of Jacob
shall be in the midst of many people,
as dew from the Lord, as showers
upon the grass, that tarrieth not for
man, nor waiteth for the sons of men”.
Men cannot control or stop the dew, so
with the return of the “seed of Abra-
ham”. The power of God through
them will be awesome, after they have
responded to God. A few examples
will sufficeto illustrate this:

“And the remnant of Jacob
shall be among the Gentiles in
the midst of many people as a
lion among the beasts of the
forest, as a young lion among
the flocks of sheep: who, if he
go through, both treadeth down,
and teareth in pieces, and none
can deliver...” (Mic. 5:8).

“according to the days of thy
coming out of the land of Egypt
will 1 shew unto him marvel-
lous things. The nations shall
see and be confounded at al
their might: they shall lay their
hand upon their mouth, their
ears shal be deaf. They shall
lick the dust like a serpent, they
shall move out of their holes
like worms of the earth: they
shall be afraid of the Lord thy
God, and shall fear because of
thee” (Mic. 7:15-17).

The opening phrase of this verse is
seen by some Bible Students as indi-
cating a 40 year period for the estab-
lishment of the Kingdom—"according
to the days of thy coming out of the
land of Egypt”, but the RV indicates
that it is similarity of events that is
being spoken about: “as in the days of
thy coming out of the land of Egypt”.
The period of time for the establish-
ment of the kingdom may well be 40
years, but this verse would not seem to
prove the point.

Nations will be called upon to bring
back God’s children, Tarshish being
one of the “first” to respond (see Isa.
60:9). Note that the reason for this
response is. “because he hath glorified
thee (Isragl”. Zechariah adds in chap-
ter 10, dealing first with those in the
land (verses 1-6), and then he writes
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about Ephraim (those outside the land).
“The Ephraimites will become like
mighty men, and their hearts will re-
joiceinthe Lord. | will signal for them
and gather them in. Surdy | will re-
deem them: they will be as numerous
as before. Though | scatter them
among the peoples yet in distant lands
they will remember me. They and their
children will survive, and they will re-
turn” (NIV, verses 7-9). They will
come from the north and from the south
(Zech. 10:10; Isa. 11:11-16).

It appears the ancient “Kings Highway”
mentioned in Numbers 20:17 (RSV) a
road from Edom to the promised land
will be used by those coming into the
land from the south. In Isaiah 34 and
35 we have set before us the destinies
of both Edom and Israel. At the con-
clusion of chapter 35 we have the
words: “and a highway shall be there,
and a way, and it shall be called, The
Way of Holiness, and upon this way
shall the Redeemed come to Jerusalem
(verse 10).

Yes, thereisa spiritua significance to
these details, which we shall look at
later, but as with so many aspects of
this subject, there is a mingling of the
literal and the spiritual, the latter being
based on the former. However, these
two chapters are underpinned on the
events described in Numbers chapter
20, when Edom refused Israel to pass
through their land.

During their journey back, spiritual
instruction will be given to them. Time
will be required for individual instruc-
tion and repentance (as today), and not
mass conversion. As Jeremiah writes:
“Turn, O backdiding children, saith the
Lord: for | am married unto you: and |
will take one of a city and two of a fam-

ily, and | will bring you to Zion. And |
will give you pastors according to mine
heart, which shall feed you with knowl-
edge and understanding” (3:14-15). In
this delightful chapter, Jeremiah pro-
vides for us a question that God asks
himself regarding these returning chil-
dren: “But | said, How shall | put thee
among the children, and give the a
pleasant land, a goodly heritage of the
hosts of the nations ...?7" (versel9). In
the following verses and in the opening
two verses of the fourth chapter, we
have an overview of the spiritua pro-
gression of the Jewish pilgrims:

Verse 20—Isragel had been a faithless
wifeto God

Verse 21—Great weeping among the
people because of rebellion

Verse 22—Opening phrase of this
verse, the call to repent, followed by
the gracious offer by God is presented:
“ Return ye backsliding children, and |
will heal your backslidings” The re-
sponse of the people? “Behold, we
come unto thee; for thou art the Lord
our God. Truly in vain is salvation
hoped for from the hills, and from the
multitude of mountains (trusting in alli-
ances with the nations of the world)
truly in the Lord our God is the sava
tion of Israel ... “for we have sinned
against the Lord our God from our
youth even unto this day, and have not
obeyed the voice of the Lord our God.”

Chapter 4, verse 1: Appea of God to
Israel: “If thou wilt return of Isradl,
saith the Lord, return untome ...”

Verse 2— The outcome of al this repen-
tance has worldwide repercussions
“and the nations shall bless themselves
in him, and in him shall they glory”.
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At long last the Jews will experience
the blessing of forgiveness which is
enshrined in the promises made to
Abraham. Peter talks about this to the
Jews in Acts 3:26—"unto you [Jews]
first God, having raised up his son Je-
sus, sent him to bless you, in turning
away every one of you from his iniqui-
ties.

THE NEW COVENANT

The promises to Abraham and forgive-
ness are linked closely with the “new
covenant” spoken about by Jeremiah in
chapter 31, verses 31-34, which are
explained to usin the epistle to the He-
brews, in chapters 8, verses 9-13, and
10 verse 15-17 as linked with the sacri-
fice and priesthood of the Lord Jesus
Chrigt. So the passages we have |ooked
a regarding God's forgiveness to the
returning Jews and those aready in the
land, are bound up in the redemption in
Jesus Christ.

Thus the Lord causing the Jews to be
brought “into the bond (margin: deliv-
ering) of the covenant (Eze. 20:37), is
not the Mosaic Covenant, but the cove-
nant of grace in Christ Jesus. By receiv-
ing this forgiveness, they will, as
Jeremiah records, “Know me from the
least of them unto the greatest of them,
saith the Lord (verse 34). The depth of
their penitence can be seen by his
wordsin verses 8 and 9:

“Behold, | will bring them from
the North country, and gather
them from the coasts of the
earth, and with them the blind
and the lame, the woman with
child and her that travailed with
child together: a great company
(but ill only a remnant—see
verse 7) shal return hither.
They shall come with weeping,

and with supplication shall |
lead them: | will cause them to
walk by the rivers of watersin a
straight way, wherein they shall
not stumble: for | am a father to
Israel, and Ephraim is my first-
born”.

In Hebrews chapter 10, verse 20, in the
context of this “new covenant” the
writer notes that we can draw near to
God “by a new and living way”. This
is what will impact upon these return-
ing Jews, no wonder we read of the
great emotion displayed by them. It is
in the prophet Jeremiah that we have so
much recorded of this spiritua refor-
mation amongst the remnant of return-
ing Jews. Isaiah gives us glorious
glimpses of Isragl in the Kingdom, but
Jeremiah stresses how it will come
about.

In the prophecy of Hosea, the return of
the betrothed of Israel back to Yahweh
is beautifully presented, particularly
regarding the Jews living “afar off”:
“Therefore, behold, | will alure her,
and bring her into the wilderness, and
speak comfortably (Heb. on her heart)
unto her. And | will give her vineyards
from thence, and the valley of Achor
for a door of hope: and she shall sing
there, as in the days of her youth, and
as in the days when she came out of the
land of Egypt” (2:14-150.

Because of this fruitfulness of faith, her
land shall become exceedingly fertile
(v 21, 22). The prophet concluding this
section with a delightful play upon the
names of the principal characters of
chapters 1 and 2. “And | will sow
[Jezreel] her unto me in the earth; and |
will have mercy [Ruhamah] upon her;
and | will say to them which were not
my people [Lo-Ammi]. Thou art my
people [Ammi]: and they shall say,
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Thou art my God—Y ahweh being married again to his people.

Zacharias, guided by the Holy Spirit, speaks of the reason why the Jews are to
inhabit the land: “That he would grant unto us, that we being delivered out of the
hand of our enemies might serve himwithout fear, in holiness and righteousness
before him, all the days of our life” (Lu. 1:74-75). This was not accomplished
during the ministry of John. This ddlightful vision will become a reality when
God “restores again the Kingdom to Israel”. May we prepare ourselves for that
day.
(To be continued)
Brian Woodall

SECRETARY’S NOTES

New Subscriptions:

Readers should be aware that Subscriptions are now due, at £13.00 for 12 issues,
or free of charge to any who cannot remit the requested amount. In addition
to The Christadelphian Waymark magazine, in the past year we have been able
to include some extra special issues, “ World Sgns and the Nearness of Christ’s
Return”, and “ A Scriptural Review of the Nature and Sacrifice of Christ” at no
extra cost.

In the forthcoming year, we have further special issues planned (in addition to
the magazine), including “ The Truth concerning the Holy Spirit” , and “ The Par-
able of the Good Samaritan”. It isintended that the additional special issues be
circulated to subscribers again at no extra cost. In addition to these, we are work-
ing on areprint of abook currently unavailable by Bre Tooth and Holton, on The
Tabernacle and associated studies: further details will be available in due course.

Thelnternet

Our website has been completely overhauled to become more “user friendly”,
and to make it easier to access the articles on it. All of our publications are cur-
rently online, and are available for free download. We aso have available al
the booklets produced by the former Bexleyheath Ecclesia, again for free
download. And of course, The Christadel phian Waymark magazine is available
online monthly (approx) free of charge. The website address is
www.christadel phian.uk.com

We continue producing free weekly (approx) Sunday Exhortations for those in
spiritual isolation, and for the benefit of small ecclesias that are unable to have a
“live” speaker. To join our growing list of subscribers, who receive the maga-
zine and Sunday Exhortations free of charge, just send an e-mail to the secretary:
chris@christadel phian.uk.com

Christopher Maddocks
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HalleluYah

We have come once again B & S to remember our Heavenly Father’s faithfulness
as exhibited in the emblems before us upon the table. Our fellowship together in
remembrance is not only of our Heavenly Fathers and our beloved Master’s sacri-
fice. But it is, aso importantly a reminder of the certainty of the fulfilment of the
purpose of God, because of that sacrifice, we are shortly to remember.

The Psalms brethren and sisters provide us with a window through which we can
more fully understand our own current state. Particularly the intense emotional
struggle against the nature we bare and the fullness of the victory of our Master in
that battle. Yet a the same time the Psalms also present us with a window through
which we can contemplate that state for which we all long. “Even we ourselves
groan within ourselves, waiting for the adoption, to wit, the redemption of our
body” (Rom 8:23).

So on one hand we are able to see into the hearts and minds of those that have gone
before and gain valuable insight, exhortation and comfort. This is especially true
with regards to the one we have come to remember the Lord Jesus Christ. Yet on
the other hand through the Psalms we can also gain a glimpse and enter into the joy
and ecstasy of that time yet to come. So that we too might be victorious in faith,
enduring unto the end, because of the joy set before us, after the example of our
beloved Master.

Thus the Psalms have tremendous power to impact us in the present to rise us up
out of our complacency and lift our feelings towards our Heavenly Father whom we
have come to worship. Now this impacting aspect of the Psalms, especially with
regards to their ability to speak to us emotionaly is no accident, the Eternal Spirit
designed them so. That we might be aided in the process of coming to terms with
enormity of the change that Y ahweh desires to achieve not only in us, but aso more
especially through usin his service.

Turn with me to Psalm 150 pause and read: “Praise ye Y ah. Praise God in his sanc-
tuary: praise him in the firmament of his power. Praise him for his mighty acts:
praise him according to his excellent greatness. Praise him with the sound of the
trumpet: praise him with the psaltery and harp. Praise him with the timbrel and
dance: praise him with stringed instruments and organs. Praise him upon the loud
cymbals: praise him upon the high sounding cymbals. Let every thing that hath
breath praise Yah. Praiseye Yah.”

Psalm 150 is a Psalm that takes us from the present into the glorious future age and
reveals to us that our Heavenly Father isindeed faithful and what He has promised
He is more than capable and able to perform. Therefore my dearly beloved brethren
we ought to be fully persuaded that He which, has begun a good work will perform
it.

This Psalm is therefore prophetic in that it takes us to a time when Yahweh is all
and in al in that it ends with “let every thing that hath breath praise Yah.” Yet
brethren and sistersit does not start in that time and place.

-14-



Come back to verse one “Praise God in his sanctuary: praise him in the firma-
ment of his power.” Here we have a picture of the angels of God glorifying the
Father at the time of creation.

Job Chapter 38 and verse 7

“When the morning stars sang together, and al the sons of God
shouted for joy”

The Lord Jesus Christ taught usto pray in similar terms “Our Father which art in
heaven, Hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come. Thy will be done in earth,
asitisinheaven.”

So this Psalm takes us from the very beginning at creation to the time of the end
of the millennium. When the glory of Y ahweh fills the earth, so shall the earth be
equally filled with the voca praising of our God brethren and sisters?

Turn back to Psalm 148 and verses 11 — 14

“Kings of the earth, and al people; princes, and al judges of the
earth: Both young men, and maidens; old men, and children: Let
them praise the name of Y ahweh: for his name alone is excellent; his
glory is above the earth and heaven. He aso exalteth the horn of his
people, the praise of al his saints; even of the children of Israel, a
people near unto him. Praise ye Yah.”

Now if you are like me brethren it is difficult to contemplate, for the earth is far
removed from that glorious state at this present time. And in that regard it does
presently seem asiif all things continue as they are from the time of the fall?

Yet let us not despair for the psalm instructs us to take heart brethren and sisters
for what we experience today will not always be the case. Indeed we know from
the signs of the times that the time when these things shall begin to change in the
direction spoken of in thisjubilant psalmis fast approaching.

Personally brethren and sisters the psalm takes each of us in the mercy of our
Father from worshipping now in this obscure little hall too the time, when we
shall not rest day or night crying “Holy, holy, holy, Lord God Almighty”. It is
lifting us into the temple worship of the millennium in the first place. Can you
see yourself there? Are you able to close your eyes and imagine the scene and
the sounds of the music lifting up as ajoyful noise as an acceptable offering unto
our God?

Can you here your voice being added to the great throng gathered in the temple
to praise the exalted name of Yah?

We need to be able to see ourselves taking part in such activities for them to be-
come visions that truly orient and motivate us in the present. The scriptures here
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endorse years of psychologica research that states “it is not the past, but the fu-
ture that conditions you”. Because what you commit yourself too determines
what you are and become. The Eternal spirit through the psalmist is both encour-
aging and inspiring us with this vision of the future.

Let us then let this scene instruct, uplift and exhort us brethren and sisters with
regards to our worship. Undoubtedly although the psalm is prophetic the scene
pictured has to some degree already occurred during the days of Solomon in the
temple worship of his day. We see the order and arrangement of Israel’ s worship
worked out under inspiration by his father David applied here.

Indeed | am convinced that 1st Chronicles twenty-three to twenty-nine actually
provide us with a representative picture of worship in the age to come in the tem-
plefor all nations as Ezekiel’ s visions describe.

Our Psalm opens then with the collective worship of Yahweh in his sanctuary.
We have seen that in the first instance this performed by the Angels, then later
Israel carried out this same function of praise in the temple in Jerusalem. In the
apocalypse we find both groups combining along with the saints to fulfil these
verses, before they are finally completed at the end of the millennium.

Revelation Chapter 5 and verses10—11

“And | beheld, and | heard the voice of many angels round about
the throne and the beasts and the elders. and the number of them
was ten thousand times ten thousand, and thousands of thousands;
Saying with aloud voice, Worthy is the Lamb that was slain to re-
ceive power, and riches, and wisdom, and strength, and honour, and
glory, and blessing.”

Thus the psalm both begins and ends with “praise ye Yah” or “HalleluYah” a
refrain that is exclusive to the Psalms. Now it is important to understand brethren
and sisters that this refrain was not only sung, but also played upon the instru-
ments. Hebrew as a language not only has numerical values assigned to the vari-
ous twenty-two letters in the alphabet, but also musical notations, so that words
could be set to music and sung.

This refrain meaning, “thou Y ah are our boast” is actualy the key, which setsthe
musical tone led by the “loud cymbals’ of verse five of the psalm. These cym-
bals exclusively used by the Levites were used to provide the pitch reference to
both the musicians and the singers. Most fascinating is the fact that the very
noise they gave to set the pitch to guide the worship was the notes representing
the name Y ah.

In 1st Chronicles Chapter 15 and verse 16

“And David spake to the chief of the Levites to appoint their breth-
ren to be the singers with instruments of music, psateries and harps
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and cymbals, sounding, by lifting up the voice with joy.”

To thiswe add Ezra Chapter 3 and verse 10:

“And when the builders laid the foundation of the temple of Yah-
weh, they set the priests in their apparel with trumpets, and the Le-
vites the sons of Asaph with cymbals, to praise Yahweh, after the
ordinance of David king of Israel.”

Thus they literally played the name of Yah and He became their melody or their
song, as Psalm 118 records “Yah is my strength and song, and is become my
salvation.” This surely is the sense of the Eternal Spirit’s instruction through the
Apostle Paul in Ephesians? “ Speaking to yourselves in psams and hymns and
spiritual songs, singing and making melody in your heart to the Lord.”

Thirteen times in this psalm we are instructed to “praise or have our boagt” in
Y ahweh our God. Thirteen of course is the number of rebellion in this case it is
against the flesh. If we desire to overcome brethren and sisters we must make our
God our boast rather than our own selves or anything of flesh, such as wealth,
power or influence.

It is fascinating that twelve of these occurrences in the psalm are in the strongest
and most emotionally intense form in the Hebrew, plus they are imperative com-
mands. Speaking to us of the necessity of praise for our sakes, because praiseis a
gift so that we might learn to place worth where it truly belongs and to deepen
our love for our God. Indeed such praise becomes then a means of developing
and enhancing us both individually and collectively as we both worship and
serve.

The number twelve also speaks to us symboalically of the whole Israel of God
rendering unto him the perfection of such praise.

What about the other one of those praise statements, since there are thirteen in
al. Well the only difference isin the first occasion in verse six “Let every thing
that hath breath praise Yah”. Where the imperfect form is found indicating that
such praise from those Y ahweh has given life to, shall never end. Findly in this
regard we are instructed nine times in the psalm to “praise him”, indicating to us
that finaly all praise will be directed to the Father.

The Psalmist now moves onto describe why we should give such praise to our
Heavenly Father in the rest of verses one and two:

Versesl& 2
“Praise ye Yah. Praise God in his sanctuary: praise him in the firma-

ment of his power. Praise him for his mighty acts. praise him accord-
ing to his excellent greatness.”
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Thus the next phrase in that first versesisto “praise God” the Hebrew word for
God isEl or Ail indicating to us that Y ah isthe source of all power. He isthe one
who will bring about this jubilant state spoken of in the psalm through the work
firstly of his Son, whom we shall shortly remember. Then through the saints and
Israel restored under the direction of the Lord Jesus Christ.

This fact is borne out by, the further use of a different word for “power” at the
end of the first verse. This word meaning “might” comes from a root word,
which carries the idea of “prevailing”.

Herein is great comfort brethren and sisters “for if God be for us, who can be
against us?’ The answer to this rhetorical question is no-one, thereis no power in
heaven or earth can prevail against him and his will, except of course our free
will, which our Heavenly Father has chosen himself to be limited by, because of
his principle characteristic of love. The only thing then that will stop you or |
brethren and sisters from entering into this joyous scene of worship in our psalm
is our own unbelief.

The scriptures already declare that our Heavenly Father has prevailed in that our
Lord whom we have come to consider has been raised from the dead, the out-
comeis aready assured. The only question left remaining is can we believe it?

Y ahweh has prevailed in the firmament we are told. Now this word is speaking
of the expanse of heaven, but it is aso used symbolically of the ruling powers
over the earth. In terms of firstly the physical natural creation; secondly of the
political powers and finally of religious powers.

Now this word “firmament” only appears in a few key places in scripture,
namely it is concentrated in both Genesis chapter one and also in Ezekiel chapter
one. It isfound in three other places once in Daniel twelve speaking of the future
role of the saints and twice in the psalms, here and in Psalm nineteen. Speaking
of the rule of Christ.

Psalm 19 and verse 1:

“The heavens declare the glory of God; and the firmament sheweth his
handywork.”

Thus since Y ah is the ruling power in the firmament then all that is under it, is
likewise under his control and subject to his will. Thus the psalmist continues
that we are to praise our Heavenly Father “for his mighty acts and according to
his excellent greatness.”

These mighty acts are those things that relate to the fulfilment of his plan and
purpose, which have prevailed against the will of men and the strength of flesh.

The focus then is upon those acts that have to do with salvation. Such as the sac-
rifice we have come to remember. We know this is the case because this same
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expression is used twice in Psalm 145 to speak of the preaching during the mil-
lennium to the people still mortal.

Now the mightiest of all Yahweh's actsisrecorded for usin Ephesians:
Ephesians chapter one and verses 19 - 22

“And what is the exceeding greatness of his power to us-ward who
believe, according to the working of his mighty power, Which he
wrought in Christ, when he raised him from the dead, and set him at
his own right hand in the heavenly places, Far above all principality,
and power, and might, and dominion, and every name that is named,
not only in this world, but also in that which isto come: And hath put
all things under his feet, and gave him to be the head over al things to
the ecclesa”

Thus the “excellent greatness’, being spoken of in verse two of Psalm 150 is the
work of the new creation in and through the Lord Jesus Christ. This phrase is
highlighting for us the abundance, the magnificence and the magnitude of these
mighty acts.

Again we note the descriptions here brethren and sisters it’s His mighty acts &
His excellent greatness. Drawing attention to the quality of the person of Al-
mighty God and particularly his actions. For in those actions we see the very
character of the Almighty revealed.

Thus all Yahweh's powerful acts and His surpassing greatness call for praise. As
Y ahweh himself is superlative, then the praise rendered unto him should likewise
be unlimited.

The Psalmist having explained why Y ahweh is to be so praised and boasted in
now moves onto how the praise that is Y ahweh's due is to be expressed. Thusin
verses 3 — 5 the centra and main body of the psalm, we have a glimpse back-
ward to the worship, of Isragl under its past glory. Also we have window to see
forward into the worship of the temple in the age to come. A temple brethren and
sisters that you and | will have a part in which we will sing and praise Y ahweh
throughout the period of the millennium.

Such worship as described here is totally foreign to us brethren and sisters. We
generally worship with only one instrument at best and most of usif we are hon-
est struggle with singing. Y et here we have ten instruments listed, trumpet psal-
tery, harp, timbrel, dance, stringed instruments, organs, cymbals two types and
finally the human voice.

The number ten speaks firstly that this praise is according to law, as was revea ed
unto David in 1st Chronicles 23 & 25, then secondly it speaks of the corporate
nature of worship in the age to come. There are only a few instances in scripture
where we have this picture of the full range of music for worship used by Israel.
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. David bringing up the ark unto Zion
. Jehoshaphat in the crisis with Ammonites
The completion of the wall in the days of Nehemiah

Our Heavenly Father has given us the language of music, as it is firstly a powerful
aid to help us assimilate divine ideas. For example one of the tests to see if a person
has been drink driving that the Los Angeles Police Department use is the ability to
verbaly recite the alphabet. Apparently if you are under the influence you cannot
recite the sequence properly. But you can still sing it correctly, because the music
layers the alphabet concept much deeper in your brain.

Music also carries with it the ability to engage our emotions and our body, so that
our whole being becomes involved in the worship. Thisis clear from verse 4 where
dance is cited as an instrument of music and worship. Yet our Heavenly Father re-
gards dance as an acceptable form of worship.

In Biblical antiquity, asin many eastern cultures, dancing was the bodily expression
of music. It was performed to the accompaniment of musical instruments, especially
the timbrel, to convey feelings of pleasure and joy. The use of the body as a musical
instrument involved stamping of the feet, clapping of the hands, rhythmic twisting
and writhing, and using accompanying instruments such as timbrels and small cym-
bals. The Hebrew word here for “dance” in verse 4 means, “to whirl around”, obvi-
ously with great activity and joy. Thus dance was considered an instrument produc-
ing music in its own right.

If you glance at the first three verses of Psalm 149 it seems to indicate brethren and
sisters that we shall likewise so dance before Y ahweh in the age to come.

Good music brethren and sisters according to scientific studies actually enhance the
natural rhythms of the body and mind creating feelings of harmony and peace. Mu-
sic appears to have many positive properties, which can be utilised brethren to aid in
our worship and praise of our Heavenly Father.

The psalmist then having described this incredible noisy and jubilant worship scene
of the age to come, bringsthe psalm to a closein verse six:

Verse6
“ Let every thing that hath breath praise Yah. Praise ye Yah.”

Thus the psam ends with the same refrain it began with the “HalleluY ah” a cal to
give praise. Yet before that in the first part of the verse we read “let every thing that
hath breath praise Yah”.

The Hebrew here actually only has “all breath”, to which the trandators have given
the sense. This undoubtedly is a subtle reference back to Genesis chapter two and
the creation of Adam and Eve into which Yahweh breathed the breath of life. Yet
this praise “all breath” rings true of the one we have come to remember in which
every breath taken was used to praise his Father.
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In another sense this phrase “dl breath” likewise stands collectively for what
shall be the case at the end of the millennium when al shall be like the Master
and “with one mind and one mouth glorify God, even the Father of our Lord Je-
sus Christ.”

We must brethren and sisters, learn to make scenes from the future like the wor-
ship and praise depicted here in the 150th psalm part of our desires and longings
as they must have been and still very much are a part of our beloved Master.
These windows into the millennium were designed by the Eternal Spirit to de-
velop our longing “for (that) new heavens and a new earth, wherein dwelleth
righteousness’.

Now as we finally come to break bread and to drink wine in memory of our Lord
until He comes to make this wonderful scene of complete praise a redlity in our
lives. We see in the bread brethren and sisters our forerunner the Master the
word made flesh. This bread which speaks to us of the power of the word of life
to enlighten our minds and set before us and fill our thinking with that joy of the
redities of the age to come. That we might be comforted encouraged and in-
spired to see their fulfilment.

Likewise in the wine we see the Master the lamb slain from the foundation of the
world. Who was slain to redeem us to the Father for the purpose of being able to
both serve and praise him throughout the ages of eternity? Thus in the wine we
see not only the price that was paid, but also more importantly the choices that
the Master made. His faithful worship of his Father in a life of praise, where
every breath he took was used to fulfil the Fathers will, even to the laying down
of hislife, asthe acceptable sacrifice for sin.

What of us brethren and sisters are we equally willing to make the same personal
choice to give our livesin praise in service, as living sacrifices for one another.
So that we might one with one voice praise the Father throughout the ages of
eternity, as depicted herein thisfinal psalm?

Wayne Marshall

COMPANIONSHIP

We all need companionship. One of the curses particularly of western society is
loneliness. Modern society is more mobile, people move for education, to seek
employment or maybe because they see another area as a desirable place to live.
Yet this trend leads to a colder, insular and socially isolated society. By moving
many people leave families behind and by doing so either end up single and
alone, or become a single family unit in isolation of their extended family. Peo-
ple are thus away from parents, grandparents, siblings and friends.

Loneliness can lead to feeling isolated, lead to depression and even lead to sui-
cide. Some people are able to establish new friendships, but for others forming
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friendships is more difficult. For most people finding close friends that they can
trust and confidein, is not easy.

Brethren and sisters in Christ are no different, often family can be far away and
we all need companionship. But for us knowledge of the gospel message of
hope, brings, or should bring, a totally different perspective. You see no matter
what our circumstances, we are never aonel

If the Truth is truly within our hearts, our life will never be hollow. If the Truth
is the primary focus of our lives, as indeed it should be, then the companionship
of God and His Word, the knowledge that the angel of the Lord encamps around
those that fear Him and the knowledge that we belong to a vast divine family
spanning the ages, will provide the companionship and stability that is so lacking
in secular life.

If we have this knowledge ever in the forefront of our minds, then loneliness will
not assail us to the point of despair. Even if physically on our own, we know
most surely that the Lord our God sees al, knows al and is present in all ave-
nues of life. The Lord our God is only a prayer away!

Our primary relationship is with God, He is our Father and if we live according
to the light of His word, then we have fellowship with Him. Fellowship with oth-
ers who share the same precious faith comes as a product of fellowship with
God.

But equally so, the companionship of fellow pilgrimsis very much needed. How
€l se can we be encouraged and built up in our most holy faith. Does not the prov-

erb say:
“Asiron sharpensiron, so one man sharpens another.” Prov 27:17

Thus it is not good for one to seek isolation from those who share the same pre-
cious faith. But there are many who live in isolation through circumstance be-
yond their control, or who go into isolation because circumstances dictate that
they must. Those in that position need the support and encouragement of all the
other members of the body.

But if we do live alone then we still have that sure knowledge that God is ever
mindful of His children. We can dl read books about the Truth, read magazines,
read exhortations, listen to tapes and in many do things that help to make us feel
part of the one body. A husband and wife can support each other, but if compan-
ionship of other brethren and sisters is present, then thisis a great blessing from
God.

If we do have the companionship of brethren and sisters, let us then be grateful
for it and make the most of our time with each other. Let the focus be upon
building each other up and encouraging each other while we can. Let us never
take this benefit for granted or neglect meeting together. Let us be givers and not
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takers, workers and not hinderers, supporters not complainers. Let us be grateful
to God for companionship, yet content if need be to be dwell alone. Though we
truly are never alone, for He is always with us.

When we have the opportunity to meet together with our brethren and sisters let
us be available to all, but with a view to help them, not unburden ourselves. Let
us neither expect nor overly seek help and let each one make few demands upon
others. Paul writes: “every man shall bear his own burden” Gal 6:5. Yet at the
same time Paul exhorts:

“Bear one another’ s burdens, and so fulfil the law of Christ.” (Gal 6:2)

To bear the burdens of another involves actively seeking out what is amiss, ways
to help and ways to support. It involves not getting wrapped up in our own feel-
ings, but rather being sensitive to another’s needs and feelings. Y ou know if we
all did that, then we should not need to make our own needs known, for as we
help others, they would be seeking to help us!

Everybody has their own problems in life and one of the best ways to not be-
come bogged down with your own problems, is to forget self and to help others.
Indeed the Proverb says:

“The heart knows its own bitterness; and a stranger does not share its
joy.” (Prov 14:10)

The truth is we can never fully appreciate another’ s feelings; all we can doisjust
being present and attentive. As another Proverb says:

“Anxiety in the heart of man causes depression, but a good word
makesit glad. “ Prov 12:25

Each one will have their own trials and troubles, but knowing that our God is an
ever present companion and grateful acceptance of our lot whatever it may be,
will bring great peace of mind. If thisis our attitude of mind and if we prepare
our selves to be alert for the needs of others, then we are becoming truly ‘ Christ
like'.

Jesus never put himself first, but became as a servant. When he was weary,
whenever he was troubled, he still healed the sick and never turned away one in
need away. Surely:

“Godliness with contentment is great gain”!

Andy Pedl
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“GOD ALSO BEARING THEM WITNESS”

There are chapters in the Bible that stand out like the events that are turning
pointsin aman’s life. Such is the chapter read in our hearing—the second chap-
ter of the Acts of the Apostles. It marks a new trend in the current of divine af-
fairs upon the earth. Let us devote a part of the short time we are together this
morning to the endeavour to realise the momentous bearing it has on our own
life and the life of the world in the final upshot of things.

It is a narrative of events, to perceive the bearings of which, we must consider
what happened during the previous two months. Christ, whose wondrous minis-
try had filled Judea with a new and extraordinary excitement for three years and
a half, had been publicly executed, and had been buried under a public certificate
of death, and a public guarantee against the surreptitious removal of his body. On
the third day, his grave had been officially certified as empty. That same day, as
Acts 1:3, and other parts of the apostolic testimony inform us, “He showed him-
self dive . . . by many infallible proofs’—proofs not leaving the smallest loop-
hole for unbelief or doubt; every proof by which it was possible for a man once
dead to demonstrate to his friends that he had come alive again, showing himself
to them in a succession of interviews, first to one group and then another, and
then to all simultaneously allowing himself to be handled, exhibiting marks of
personal identity with which they were acquainted, talking with them of matters
they were all aware of, and finally eating in their presence of food provided by
them, which when he was gone was gone al so.

Not only so, but he gave them instructions for their guidance when he should be
taken from them (as he had often said to them he would be). The instructions
were quite practical. Weread in thisfirst chapter of the Acts, that:

“Being assembled together with them, he commanded them that
they should not depart from Jerusalem but WAIT for the promise of
the Father which (saith he) ye have heard of me. Ye shall receive
power, after that the Holy Spirit is come upon you, and ye shall be
witnesses unto me both in Jerusalem, and in al Judea, and in
Samaria, and unto the uttermost part of the earth.”

There is something here deserving the deepest consideration. The apostles were
to be “witnesses,” because they had “seen and heard” the things which they were
to bear witness to (Acts 4:20). As Peter so frequently said afterwards in his pub-
lic addresses, they were “his witnesses to the people” (Acts 2:32; 3:15; 4:20-33;
5:32; 10:39 and many other places). But if they were to be his witnesses in the
sense of declaring what they had been personally cognisant of, why was it neces-
sary that they should “wait” a certain time before beginning their work? The
whole narrative shows us. The object of their testimony was to create conviction
with reference to the things testified. Now, had they presented this testimony in
the form of their own personal knowledge merely, it is certain that their labour
would have been unsuccessful. The things they had to testify were so extraordi-
nary that the people could not have believed from them on the mere assertions of
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any number of witnesses. The apostles were to be qualified to give an effective
testimony by the witness that God should give to their witness, in the “miracles,
wonders and signs,” which they should be enabled to work. This is what Jesus
had said:

“When the comforter is come whom | will send unto you from the
Father, he shall testify of me, and ye also shall bear witness Because
ye have been with me from the beginning” (John 15:26).

The words of Paul are to alike purport:

“Confirmed unto us by them that heard him, God also bearing them
witness by signs and wonders and divers miracles and gifts of the
Holy Spirit according to His own will” (Heb. 2:4).

It was for the promise of this powerful cooperation that Jesus told the disciplesto
wait.” Jesus did not tell them how long they would have to wait. As a matter of
fact, it was only ten days. The occasion and form of its arrival challenge the ut-
most admiration in view of the object to be accomplished. So far as we know, it
had not been revealed that the feast of Pentecost would witness the fulfilment of
the promise, nor had the apostles been apprised of the arresting and convincing
form the manifestation would take. What rendered the occasion so suitable was
the presence at Jerusalem at that time of —

“Jews, devout men, out of every nation under heaven” (verse 5).

The very cream of the Israglitish race, in a spiritual sense, were brought together
at such atime, in the spirit of obedience to the Law; a prepared accumulation of
good soil for the good seed to be sown. The city would be crowded with people
a holiday leisure, and in a mood to be interested in what would be said and
shown to them. The disciples, aso, when “the day of Pentecost had fully come,”
were “al with one accord in one place,” to keep the feast in the same spirit that
had brought together large numbers of devout Jews from al parts. This was a
suitable moment chosen for the bestowal of the promised equipment for the ap-
ostolic enterprise, and now consider the form of it. A “sound of arushing mighty
wind filled all the house where they were sitting.” This was the first token of the
preternatural crisis that was upon them. By itself this would have been nothing as
a sign to the unbelieving community of Jerusalem. What could a sound like the
swaying of trees have signified, either to believers or unbelievers? So next, the
rushing, however, concentrated itself over the heads of the twelve apostles in the
form of “cloven tongues, as of fire, sitting upon each of them.” But this also, by
itself, would have failed of intelligible significance. Men would simply have ex-
claimed, “What an extraordinary thing. Whatever can be the cause? What a state
these men’'s blood must be in to show a fiery appearance like that.” But quite
another complexion was given to it by the next phenomenon. “They began to
speak with other tongues,” not unknown tongues—not jabber or jargon that no-
body could understand.
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MODERN DELUSIONISTS

There is much misunderstanding among the common run of people on this point.
They have the idea that what happened on the day of Pentecost was on a par with
the incoherent rave of modern delusionists, who think they imitate the apostlesin
pouring forth a stream of inarticulate and meaningless rodomontade. This is a
terrible mistake. These fishermen spoke in the known language of their day,
which they had never learnt. One spoke in Latin, one in Greek, one in Coptic,
one in Persian, others in other current didects, al in a clear grammatical style.
They discoursed intelligibly in these tongues which they had never learnt, on
“the wonderful works of God.” In the crowded state of Jerusalem the marvel
soon got noised abroad, and the visitors from other lands, in large number,
“came together and were confounded, because that every man heard them speak
in their own language.” Their curiosity was intensely aroused. The question was,
“How isthis?’

“How hear we every man in our own tongue wherein we were born—
Parthians, and Medes, and Elamites, and the dwellers in Mesopota-
mia, and in Judea and Cappadocia, in Pontus and Asia, Phrygia and
Pamphylia, in Egypt, and in the parts of Libya about Cyrene, and
strangers of Rome, Jews and proselytes, Cretes and Arabians, we do
hear them speak in our tongues the wonderful works of God? And
they were all amazed, and were in doubt, saying one to another,
‘What meaneth this' 7’

What could it mean? It was something entirely beyond human experience or ca-
pacity. It was as if a company of working men should begin all of a sudden to
lecture learnedly in French or German, or Russian, on the profundities of chem-
istry or electrical science. No wonder that enquiring attention was fixed. This
was one of the very objects aimed at. When people are curious to know, they are
prepared to listen. There were, of course, some foolish suggestions as to the
meaning of it, as is the manner with a crowd. Some “mocking said, These men
are full of new wine.” Absurd! Drunkenness has been known to take away what
sense and utterance a man has, but who ever knew of it imparting knowledge to
him—whether of languages or anything else?

Peter stands up with the eleven and gives the true explanation. To appreciate the
force of it, we must remember that the public execution of Jesus had taken place
in less than two months before, and that the immense crowd assembled in the
front of the house knew dl about it, some from report and some from personal
knowledge.

“These are not drunken as ye suppose.”
It is something else altogether. It is connected with:

“Jesus of Nazareth, a man approved of God among you by miracles
and wonders and signs which God did by him in the midst of you, as
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ye yourselves also know. Him . . . ye have taken and by wicked
hands have crucified and dain . . . This Jesus hath God raised up
whereof we al are witnesses. Therefore being by the right hand
of God exalted, and having received of the Father the promise of
the Holy Spirit, he hath shed forth this which ye now SEE AND
HEAR . . . Let al the house of Israel know assuredly that God
hath made that same Jesus whom ye have crucified, both Lord
and Christ.”

It is not possible to conceive a more convincing testimony to the resurrection
of Christ. The conjunction between the personal witness of the apostles and
the evidence of divine cooperation with them was overpowering. No wonder
that the crowd was stirred to the very heart, and anxiously enquired what they
were to do. They had been convicted of being murderers of the Son of God;
and the pain of the conviction would not be much assuaged by the apostolic
assurance that the crucifixion was a matter of the determinate counsel and
foreknowledge of God, and that “David had spoken concerning the matter.”
What hope could there be for the perpetrators of such acrime?

“Men and brethren, what shall we do?’ Peter told them what to do (verse 38)
and they did it, “and the same day, there were added unto them about 3,000
souls.” Thus was a beginning made to the work of planting the name and the
faith of Christ in that position of worldwide acceptance and honour which
they occupy in our own day. Thus was the foundation of Christendom laid
and though Christendom is a poor counterfeit, having but little in common
with the faith of Christ as originally promulgated by the apostles, yet its exis-
tence is of great value to us as an evidence of powerful means having been
employed to establish it in the first case.

The nature of the means is manifest. It is nothing short of an absolute demon-
stration of Christ’s resurrection. Nothing else could have caused thousands to
embrace the faith of it at a time when to do so was to sacrifice everything
dear to men. Having been so established, the fact remains unchanged and un-
changeable to the present day, however much men may forget the fact or be
weary of it.

Chrigt has not died since he rose, nor can he die any more. It is a glorious fact
in itself; but how much more when coupled with the other fact that he is com-
ing again and that the world, in a short time, will know him as it has never
known him in times past as a powerful, personal, actual ingredient in the cur-
rent, visible, practical life of menin all countries.

It is not possible that God could have contrived a more convincing testimony
to the resurrection of His Son. We have only to imagine such circumstances
in connection with the case of any public men in our day being publicly exe-
cuted, as Ravachol or Valliant was recently executed—to see the force of
them in carrying conviction. Some say, “Yes, very forcible, but you see, such
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circumstances do not happen in our day.” Friends, if they would be forcible in
our day, they were forcible 1,800 years ago, and their force cannot be spent by
the lapse of time.

Men fail to feel their force merely because they lose sight of them through en-
grossing attention to other things. Lift the veil of time, by means of the undeni-
able record of them, and there they stand in all their naked glory. It is the part of
wisdom to be influenced by facts, however much our immediate surroundings
may seem to shut them off. It is our part therefore to open the mind and heart
without reserve to this fact of facts that Jesus rose from the dead, and was pro-
claimed to the nations of the earth as the ground of hope for man through recon-
ciliation with God.

The same “some” say the case would have been more satisfactory if the resur-
rected Christ had been shown “to all people,” and not “to witnesses chosen be-
fore of God who did eat and drink with him after he arose from the dead.” Thisis
both unreasonable and a presumptuous criticism. It is unreasonable because the
divine object in the case required the belief of accredited testimony, as the means
to be employed in working the work of salvation among men with which the res-
toration of Christ to familiar intercourse with men would have been incompati-
ble. It is presumptuous, because it is the part of created intelligence to bow in the
presence of an attested work of God.

True reason tells a man that whatever God appoints or enjoins must be wise and
of binding force, and that a man must be a barbarian to raise the least demur. The
only guestion in any case is: Has he appointed? To this there is but one answer in
the case of the resurrection of Christ: it is the demonstrated work of God for the
salvation of men who believe and obey His Word in the case. Be it ours to have
the wondrous appointment always before us, and the heart in that docile and lov-
ing attitude on which Christ lays so much stress when he says:

“Except a man receive the Kingdom of God as alittle child, he shall
in no wise enter therein.”

“ Seasons of Comfort” By Bro. Robert Roberts

“When we direct our eyes forward,
we see Christ more distinctly than even in the past.
We see ourselves on the verge of that great change
by which kingdoms of the world are to be abolished,
and transferred to a new order of rulers
who have been in dow and painful preparation
for ages past”

(Brother Robert Roberts)
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Laying a Good Foundation

In describing the initial requirements of an obedient believer in Chrigt, the
Apostle speaks of laying a foundation:

“Therefore leaving the principles of the doctrine of Chrigt, let us
go on to full growth: not laying again the foundation of repen-
tance from dead works, and of faith towards God” (Heb. 6:1).

The things concerning Repentance and Faith are therefore part of what we
call the First Principles of the doctrine of Christ, and constitute a foundation
upon which the rest of the believer’'s life is built. The language here is de-
scriptive of the process by which a building is erected, with the foundation
being laid, and the building itself constructed upon that foundation —in fact, it
is the language used in our reading for today (Ezra 3 & 4) for the building of
the House of God.

Ezra chapter 3 describes the reinstitution of worship in Jerusalem by the ex-
iles who had returned from the lands of dispersion at the command of Cyrus
the Persian, and the things described here contain many principles and lessons
for the believer in Christ today. Firstly, we read that: “when the seventh
month was come, and the children of Israel werein the cities, the people gath-
ered themselves together as one man to Jerusalem.” Here we have described
an ideal state of fellowship, with individual members collectively forming a
single body of people, all with the sole purpose of worshipping together be-
fore Yahweh. Thisis a good starting point for any work in the Truth - for
those taking part to be united together. The New Testament speaks of the
body of Christ similarly: “he is the head of the body, the ecclesia’ (Col.
1:18). Again: “as the body is one, and hath many members, and all the mem-
bers of that one body, being many, are one body: so also is Chrigt” (1 Cor.
12:12).

It is interesting to note that the very work in which the Body of Israel were
engaged, in building the House itself showed the principle of unity: the indi-
vidual stones used to erect the Temple foreshadowed the individuals who
make up the spiritual House of God: “ye also as lively stones are built up a
spiritual house ...” (1 Pet. 2:5). Notice the point again: many constituent
parts of asingle whole.

The point goes deeper than this, however. Isragl’s enemies made the com-
plaint before the king that: ... the Jews which came up from thee to us are
come unto Jerusalem, building the rebellious and the bad city, and have set up
the walls thereof, and joined the foundations’ (Ezra 4:12). The marginal ren-
dering for “joined” is “sewed together”, and from what we are told, the He-
brew signifies to bind together with a cord. Quite how this worked in terms
of the practical aspect of building is beyond the present writer’s knowledge,
but the language used here is picked up again in the New Testament to de-
scribe the uniting of the constituent parts of the spiritual House of God: “that
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their hearts might be comforted, being knit together in love, and unto al riches
of the full assurance of understanding ...” (Col. 2:2). Again, speaking of the
false brethren it is written: “not holding the Head, from which all the body by
joints and bands having nourishment ministered, and knit together, increaseth
with the increase of God” (Col. 2:19).

The exhortation is therefore, that as Isragl stood together as “one man,” and as
the foundations of the city were “knit together”, even so Messiah’s brethren
should be found labouring in the House as one, their hearts united in the work
their Master has set before them.

Another point of exhortation from the Ezrarecord is that the offering of sacrifice
preceded the work of the people. The Altar was the first item to be restored, and
we read that: “from the first day of the seventh month began they to offer burnt
offerings unto Y ahweh. But the foundation of the temple of Y ahweh was not yet
laid” (Ezra 3:6). It is, of course, afirst principle for us to understand that any
work that we set our hands to must be upon the basis of Messiah’s offering. The
Sacrifice of Christ comes first, and it is in seeking to emulate his life of obedi-
ence that the believer lays down his life in service. This is a principle that we
show in all our ways.

Having begun the work of building the House and City, we find that others, who
were not of Israel asked to join in the work:

“Now when the adversaries of Judah and Benjamin heard that the chil-
dren of the captivity builded the temple unto Y ahweh God of Isragl: then
they came to Zerubbabel, and to the chief of the fathers, and said unto
them, Let us build with you: for we seek your God as ye do ..."” (Ezra
4:1-2).

In these words we see a principle at work not dissimilar to the ecumenical move-
ment of our day. Why should we, as Christadelphians work alone? Why not
allow the churches to join with us in our worship, and build with us? Why do
we have to be different? The response of the leaders of Israel is most instructive:

“Zerubbabel and Jeshua, and the rest of the chief of the fathers of Israel,
said unto them, Y e have nothing to do with us to build an house unto our
God; but we ourselves together will build unto Yahweh God of Israel, as
King Cyrusthe king of Persia hath commended us’ (Ezra 4:3).

Notice the emphatic statement “ye have nothing to do with us’. That ought to
be our response to the churches of our day. Christendom at large worships a god
that does not exist: atriune god foreign to Bible teaching. They deny the Gospel
that was preached to Abraham, rendering it of none effect by their notions of
heavengoing. They do not worship Y ahweh, the God of Isragl, though they may
professto. Though they may seek to join with us in matters of worship they re-
main, as in Israel’s case “the adversaries,” being in opposition to the things we
stand for. Being part of a system that persecuted our brethren and sisters of old,
they remain opposed to the Woman's Seed, and we to them. We, as Christ’s
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brethren eschew union with the churches not because we like to be different,
but because God has commanded us;

“Be ye not unequally yoked with unbelievers: for what fellowship
hath righteousness with unrighteousness? And what communion hath
light with darkness .... And what agreement hath the temple of God
with idols? ... Wherefore come out from among them, and be ye
separate, saith the Lord, and touch not the unclean thing; and | will
receive you” (2 Cor. 6:14-18).

Just as the exiles came out from the nations of their dispersion, separating
themselves from idols to the ministration of the Temple, even so we, with
them, proclaim emphatically: “Y e hath nothing to do with us’.

In due course, the foundation was completed, finished by the hand of Zerub-
babel, and there was atime of great rejoicing for the labourers: “al the people
shouted with a great shout, when they praised Y ahweh, because the founda-
tion of the house of Yahweh was laid” (Ezra 3:12). But it would appear that
there were those who remembered the former glory of the Temple built by
Solomon, and lamented how the rebuilt Temple did not match the glory of the
former (see verse 12). Zechariah spoke of these, saying: “who hath despised
the day of small things?’ (Zech. 4:10). Rather than to encourage their breth-
renintheir labours, they rather mourned that things today are not as they used
to be. Our day, it might be said, is a “day of small things’, when Christ's
brethren are very much in the minority, and are generally despised by a hu-
manistic age of self indulgence. We do not lament this however, for small
things can bring great results — that is the point of Christ’s parable of the mus-
tard seed:

“he said, Whereunto shall we liken the kingdom of God? Or with
what comparison shall we compare it? It islike a grain of mustard
seed, which, when it is sown in the earth, is less than all the seeds
that be in the earth: but when it is sown, it growth up, and becometh
greater than al herbs, and shooteth out great branches; so that the
fowls of the air may lodge under the shadow of it” (Mark 4:30-32).

Should we despise the small seed, and refuse to sow it? By no means, for it
hath pleased God to make great things known through the foolishness of
preaching (1 Cor. 1:21), and thereby save those that believe.
THE TEACHING OF CHRIST
Our Master spoke a parable concerning foundations:
“Whosoever cometh to me, and heareth my sayings, and doeth them,

I will shew you to whom he is like: He is like a man which built an
house, and digged deep, and laid the foundation upon a rock: and
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when the flood arose, the stream beat vehemently upon that house,
and could not shake it: for it was founded upon arock. But he that
heareth and doeth not, is like a man, that without a foundation built
an house upon the earth; against which the stream did beat vehe-
mently, and immediately it fell; and the ruin of that house was
great” (Luke 6:47-49).

When times of tribulation come upon the bdievers, those who are well
grounded and settled in the faith will be able to withstand, looking with the
eye of faith towards the glory of the Age to Come, when men shall be re-
warded according to their deeds. Those who are not well-founded however,
have no defence against the stormy winds of life. Though he may hear Mes-
siah’s words, he does not build his edifice upon the right foundation of faith-
ful works, and so will fail at the last.

Of course, in the ultimate sense, the Foundation upon which we build is Mes-
siah himsdlf, and the things testified concerning him: “for other foundation
can no man lay than that is laid, which is Jesus Christ” (1 Cor. 3:11). These
other things we have considered in connection with foundations are al bound
up with the sacrifice of Christ. Though we, as stated earlier, must lay a foun-
dation of repentance of good works and faith, that which brings about our
repentance and gives us faith, is Messiah, the Holy One of God. It is upon
such afoundation in Him that eternal things shall stand. Indeed, it is said of
Abraham’s faith:: “he looked for a city which hath foundations, whose
builder and maker is God” (Heb. 11:10). Living alife of dwelling in atent as
a stranger and sojourner in the land of promise, Abraham looked towards the
time when this spiritual city shall be built, and rejoiced to see that day.

The Heavenly Jerusdem referred to here, is said to “have foundations’.
Ephesians chapter 2, and verse 20 describes those foundation, in speaking of
the Household of God:

“Now therefore ye are no more strangers and foreigners, but fellow
citizens of the saints, and of the household of God; and are built upon
the foundation of the apostles and prophets, Jesus Christ himself being
the Chief Corner Stone; in whom all the building fitly framed together
growth unto an holy templein the Lord” (Eph. 2:19-21).

Again, the book of Revelation speaks of this:

“the wall of the city had twelve foundations, and in them the names of
the twelve apostles of the Lamb” (Rev. 21:14).

The testimony of the Apostles therefore are all part of this foundation. The

number 12 emphasises the Israglitish aspect of our Hope, as well as being the
number of Messiah’s apostles.
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Returning back to the days of Ezra, we find that the adversaries of Israel wrote a
letter to the king in opposition to the building of the House of God. In this letter,
there are basically two charges made against the building:

“Be it known unto the king, that the Jews which came up from thee to us
are come unto Jerusalem, building the rebellious and the bad city ... be it
known now unto the king, that, if this city be builded, and the walls set up
again, then will they not pay toll, tribute, and custom, and so thou shalt
endamage the revenue of the kings ... this city is a rebellious city, and
hurtful unto kings and provinces, and that they have moved sedition
within the same of old time ...” (Ezra4:12-15).

Notice the two points here: firstly the city was rebellious and “moved sedition”,
and secondly, they would refuse to pay the taxes: “toll, tribute and custom”. In-
terestingly, these two accusations were also made against Messiah:

“they began to accuse him, saying, We found this fellow perverting the
nation, and forbidding to give tribute to Caesar, saying that he himself is
Christ aking ... he stirreth up the people, teaching throughout all Jewry,
beginning from Gallilee to this place” (Lu. 23: 1-5).

Human nature never changes, and so just as the adversaries raised accusation
against the foundation builders of God's House, even so Messiah's adversaries
raised similar accusations against him. Seeking to put him to death, they wrested
certain of his teaching to present him as being some sort of politica activist,
standing in opposition to the Roman leaders. Of course, Messiah did not forbid
to pay taxes, but he did present himself as being the king of the Jews, foretold
from ancient times by the prophets of old. A mixture of truth and error was di-
rected against him, to secure his death.

Though they put Messiah to death, nevertheless all things were being directed by
“the determinate counsel and foreknowledge of God” (Acts 2:23). It was in the
purpose of Yahweh that Christ should not only be put to death, but also raised to
everlagting life. In so doing, he laid a foundation that cannot be moved by either
the adversaries, or by adverse circumstances. It iswritten concerning him that:

“... if any man build upon this foundation gold, silver, precious stones,
wood, hay, stubble; Every man’swork shall be made manifest, because it
shall be revealed by fire; and the fire shall try every man’s work of what
sortitis’ (1 Cor. 3:12-13).
This is the work that we must set our hand to: building upon the foundation laid
by Messiah and his holy apostles, that at the last, we might be found to be faith-
ful labourers looking beyond the difficulties of this life to the “city which hath
foundations’ — even the New Jerusalem of the Age to Come.

Christopher Maddocks
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